ORGANISMAL BIOLOGY - BIO 1030 Section A

Syllabus
COURSE INFORMATION:
a. Title: Organismal Biology (BIOL 1030 Section A)
Instructor: Dr. Timothy Henkel (tphenkel@valdosta.edu)
Office: Bailey Science Center 2212

Office Hours: W 10-11 am and by appointment
Class Meets:  TTH 2:00 — 3:15, Bailey Science Center 1011
Grad Assistant: Ellen Vedas (emvedas@valdosta.edu)
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CATALOG DESCRIPTION: An introduction to modern biology for the non-major with special emphasis on
the processes involved in the development and maintenance of complex multicellular organisms.

-Co-requisite BIOL 1040L

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
This course fulfills one portion of Area D of the Learning Outcomes for Valdosta State University’s

Core Curriculum:
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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES: Learning is not a passive activity in which you simply absorb and repeat
back facts given by an instructor. Rather, learning requires you to take an active role. In fact, to truly
understand science you must construct your own personal interpretation of the concepts and store
them away in a form that is meaningful to you.

Students will be assigned reading material. Although facts and vocabulary are important to any
discipline, | ask you to go beyond simple memorization of details and interconnect those facts to
concepts, applications and problems; to ask meaningful questions; to test well developed hypotheses; to
develop a range of intellectual abilities, including critical thinking, logical argument, appropriate uses of
evidence and interpretation of varied kinds of information; and to communicate your understanding in
writing and orally to multiple audiences.

COMMUNICATION:

Email: Email is the simplest and primary way to contact me outside of class and is the quickest
way for me to contact you as well. You are required to check and maintain your Valdosta State
University email account. | will only communicate with you through this official email account.

Do NOT email using the Blazeview system, all email should be sent directly to
tphenkel@valdosta.edu.

Blazeview: We will be using Blazeview throughout the semester as a tool for sharing
information. | will post course notes after each class to the website, as well as provide
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GRADING PROCEDURES: Letter grades will be assigned based on the following tables:

% of Course
Grade

Course Component
Exams (best 3 of 4)
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ACCESS OFFICE: Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in this course may contact the Access
Office for assistance in determining and implementing reasonable accommodations. The access Office is located
in Farbar Hall. The phone numbers are 229-245-2498 (V), 229-375-5871. For more information, please

visit VSU’s Access Office or email: access@valdosta.edu.

FEDERAL PRIVACY ACT: Itis illegal to release personal information about an individual to others. Therefore
grades, averages, and other personal information about any person will not be released to another person or
over email.

TITLE IX STATEMENT: Valdosta State University (VSU) is committed to creating a diverse and inclusive work and
learning environment free from discrimination and harassment. VSU is dedicated to creating an environment
where all campus community members feel valued, respected, and included. Valdosta State University prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex (including sexual harassment and sexual
violence), sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status, in
the University's programs and activities as required by applicable laws and regulations such as Title IX. The
individual designated with responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries
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Tentative Topics and Reading Assignments

Topics

« How can cognitive psychology amplify learning?
e How is science a way of knowing?

e What is the chemical basis of life?

e What'sinacell?

Exam1-Feb5

e From DNA to everyday living
e How do cells reproduce?
e How can DNA change?

Exam 2 - March 5

e How do living things get and use energy?
e How can cell division lead to individuality?

Exam 3 — April 2

e How do we inherit genetic information?
e What impacts expression of traits?
e Can we manipulate genetic information? Should we?

Exam 4 — April 23
Final Exam — May 8 @ 2:45 pm

The above topics are tentative and may be changed.
Exam Dates are set and will NOT change.
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