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Valdosta State University 

Biology Department 
BIOL 4900: Senior Seminar 
Course Syllabus, Fall 2022 

 
 
Instructor: !"#$%"&'$(")*)"+,-.  
Office: /)&01-$2+&1'+1$31'41"$5/236$7789 
Office Phone: 77:#7;:#<=>? 
E-mail: 1@")*)"+,-.AB)0CDE4)#1CF 
Student drop-in hours: G1C'1EC)-$7H??$I$=H??$JKL$MNF"EC)-$87H=?O8H=?JKL$D"$*-$)PPD&'4Q1'4$
  
Biology Science Seminar  MF1EC)-$$ 87H;R$JK$O$8H=R$JK$$ /23$=??:$  
Senior Seminar  MF1EC)-$ RH??$JK$O$9HR?$JK$$ /23$87?7$  
  

Pre- or Co-requisites: 3DQP014&D'$DS$)00$"1[F&"1C$FPP1"$C&B&E&D'$*&D0D@-$+DF"E1E# 
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Absences CF"&'@$/&D0D@-$E1Q&')"$D"$E+N1CF01C$+0)EE$4&Q1$"1EF04E$in -10 points per missed session$S"DQ$
-DF"$S&')0$@")C1c 
Extra credit: _S$-DF$)E.$)$[F1E4&D'$CF"&'@$/&D0D@-$E1Q&')"$5M$87H;RO8H=R6$-DF$U&00$@14$7$1Z4")$+"1C&4$PD&'4Ec
  
Final Grade: 2)4&ES)+4D"-$526$d$<?$PD&'4E$D"$]'E)4&ES)+4D"-$5]6$e$<?$PD&'4E$$ 

$
In case of cancelled seminars, instructor will redistribute the assigned credit into grand total and evaluation 
will be dependent on the review paper.  
 
Attendance Policy 
24FC1'4E$)"1$1ZP1+41C$4D$)441'C$)00$&'OP1"ED'$30)EE$21EE&D'E#$_S$-DF$S)&0$4D$)441'C$D'1$DS$4N1$30)EE$
21EE&D'E$-DF$QFE4$P"DB&C1$CD+FQ1'41C$1B&C1'+1$51#@#L$S"DQ$CD+4D"L$PD0&+1L$14+#6$4N)4$+&"+FQE4)'+1E$
*1-D'C$-DF"$+D'4"D0$P"1B1'41C$-DF$S"DQ$)441'C&'@#$!"#$%&"'()*"+(,-.%("+/&("+.%%(#&%01#'%$(
/2'%&1%'()*33(.%1%*4%(/&(56&'/"*'7/1"-.89(:./$%(7-.("+%(1-#.'%;$30)EE$)441'C)'+1$U&00$*1$"1+D"C1C$
U&4N&'$4N1$S&"E4$8?$Q&'F41E$DS$+0)EE#$24FC1'4E$4N)4$)""&B1$)S41"$4N1$S&"E4$8?$Q&'F41E$DS$+0)EE$U&00$*1$+D'E&C1"1C$
)*E1'4#$$
$
Major Field Test 
MN1$K)XD"$Y&10C$M1E4$&E$)$+DQP"1N1'E&B1L$E4)'C)"C&,1C$41E4$P"1P)"1C$*-$4N1$%CF+)4&D')0$M1E4&'@$21"B&+1$
)'C$C1E&@'1C$4D$1B)0F)41$4N1$E4FC1'4fE$@1'1")0$.'DU01C@1$&'$*&D0D@-#$MN1$41E4$E+D"1E$U&00$*1$FE1C$4D$
1B)0F)41$4N1$1SS1+4&B1'1EE$DS$4N1$/&D0D@-$!1P)"4Q1'4fE$+F""&+F0FQ#$\2]$E4FC1'4$E+D"1E$)"1$)0ED$+DQP)"1C$
4D$4N1$')4&D')0$)B1")@1$4D$&C1'4&S-$PDEE&*01$U1).'1EE1E$&'$4N1$+F""&+F0FQ#$MNFEL$E4FC1'4E$ENDF0C$4).1$4N1$
41E4$E1"&DFE0-$)'C$Q).1$1B1"-$1SSD"4$4D$1Z+10$D'$&4#$$TCB&+1$D'$NDU$4D$"1B&1U$SD"$4N1$KYM$&'$/&D0D@-$U&00$*1$
P"DB&C1C$&'$+0)EE#$3DQP014&D'$DS$4N1$KYM$U&4N$)$E+D"1$DS$8;?$D"$N&@N1"
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&C1'4&4-L$"10&@&D'L$)@1L$')4&D')0$D"&@&'L$C&E)*&0&4-L$@1'14&+$&'SD"Q)4&D'L$D"$B141")'$E4)4FEL$&'$4N1$
]'&B1"E&4-lE$P"D@")QE$)'C$)+4&B&4&1E$)E$"1[F&"1C$*-$)PP0&+)*01$0)UE$)'C$"1@F0)4&D'E$EF+N$)E$M&401$_m#$
MN1$&'C&B&CF)0$C1E&@')41C$U&4N$"1EPD'E&*&0&4-$SD"$+DD"C&')4&D'$DS$+DQP0&)'+1$1SSD"4E$)'C$"1+1&P4$DS$
&'[F&"&1E$+D'+1"'&'@$'D'C&E+"&Q&')4&D'$PD0&+&1E$&E$4N1$^SS&+1$DS$24FC1'4$TSS)&"E#$

$
$
TENTATIVE SCHEDULEH$
n`%K%K/%`c$WDF$QFE4$)441'C$all$DS$4N1$/&D0D@-$C1P)"4Q1'4$E1Q&')"E$4N)4$4).1$P0)+1$D'$M]%2!TW$
87H7;O8H=RJK$&'$/23$=??:$)'C$4F"'$&'$E1Q&')"$1B)0F)4&D'$SD"Q#$$

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Topic Assignment Due 
Aug 16 Course Introduction, Organization, 

Topics, Scientific writing, Plagiarism 
policy(

Read and sign$Department of Biology 
Plagiarism Policy. Bring signed copy of the 
Department of Biology Plagiarism Policy for 
submission in class. 

TF@$7;$ 24FC1'4$"1E1)"+NOiD$JK$30)EE$ Paper title/topic for approval by Friday at 
11:59PM 

Aug 30 Library Instruction$meet in Odum 
Room 3270 @ 5PM 

 

21P4$9$ 24FC1'4$"1E1)"+NOiD$JK$30)EE  
21P4$8=$ 24FC1'4$"1E1)"+NOiD$JK$30)EE Annotated Bibliography due by Friday at 

11:59PM 
21P4$7?$ 24FC1'4$"1E1)"+NOiD$JK$30)EE$  
21P4$7<$ 24FC1'4$"1E1)"+NOiD$JK$30)EE  
^+4$;$ K&C41"Q Final version of Research paper due by 

Friday at 11:59PM; Biology MFT completed 
^+4$88$ FALL BREAK – iD$30)EE 

87H7;




