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Syllabus 
 
 The objective of this course is to provide students with the knowledge of how the 
brain functions at the cellular level. We will examine how the nervous system operates 
while completing routine tasks such as maintaining posture or more sophisticated skills 
such as communicating with language. This course will also introduce students to some 
of the extremely sophisticated technology used by neuroscientists to explore the functions 
of the brain. Finally, this course will contrast the function of the nervous system in 
normal and pathological states in order to demystify the etiology of neurological diseases. 
 Topics will be divided into four general areas: neural signaling, sensory input, 
motor output, and modification of neural circuits in complex brain functions. The 



 
Title IX Statement: Valdosta State University (VSU) is committed to creating a diverse 
and inclusive work and learning environment free from discrimination and harassment.  
VSU is dedicated to creating an environment where all campus community members feel 
valued, respected, and included. Valdosta State University prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex (including pregnancy status, sexual 
harassment and sexual violence), sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, 
national origin, disability, genetic information, or veteran status, in the University's 
programs and activities as required by applicable laws and regulations such as Title IX. 
The individual designated with responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and 
receipt of inquiries concerning nondiscrimination policies is the University's Title IX 
Coordinator: Director of the Office of Social Equity, titleix@valosta.edu, 1208 N. 
Patterson St., Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia 31608, 229-333-5463 
 
 
Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in 
this course may contact the Access Office for assistance in determining and implementing 
reasonable accommodations. The Access Office is located in Farbar Hall. The phone 
numbers are 229-245-2498 (V), 229-375-5871 (VP) and 229-219-1348 (TTY). For more 
information, please visit VSU’s Access Office or email: access@valdosta.edu 
 
 
 
 



Required Text: Neuroscience, by Purves et al., 6th Edition  
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