
 
 
ORNITHOLOGY (BIOL 3950/5950):                       Lect.  MWF 12:00-12:50 (BSC 1024) 
Spring 2023 Syllabus                      Lab/Field  F 7:30-10:20 (1088) 
Dr. Brad Bergstrom                                1107 BSC 333-5770 
e-mail: bergstrm@valdosta.edu                     (Offc. Hrs. MW 2-3, T 11-12; or by appt)  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Required Texts: (1) Gill, F.B., and R.O. Prum. 2019. Ornithology. 4th ed.  W.H. Freeman, N.Y.   
(2) Dunn, J.L., and J. Aldorfer. 2017. Field Guide to the Birds of North America. 7th ed. National 
Geographic Society, Washington, DC.    
 
Recommended Book:  Ehrlich, P.R., D.S. Dobkin, and D. Wheye. 1988. The Birder’s Handbook: A 
Field Guide to the Natural History of North American Birds. Simon and Schuster, New York. 
 



mind and body are present in the lab a little bit before 7:30 am on each scheduled day.  The bus 
will not wait for you; so if you’re late, you’re absent. Wear appropriate field attire (long pants, 
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STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  Students requiring classroom or testing accommodations 
because of documented disabilities should discuss their needs with the instructor at the beginning of 
the quarter.  To register with the Access Office, go to 1115 Nevins or call 245-2498 (voice) or 219-
1348 (tty), or visit https://www.valdosta.edu/student/disability/.  
 
COURSE GOALS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES: This course is designed to give the Biology 
Major a basic understanding of the biology of birds, including anatomy, physiology, reproduction, 
behavior, ecology, and evolution.  Class Aves includes nearly 10,000 species of uniquely adapted 
warm-blooded vertebrates, which occupy nearly every environment and niche available on Planet 
Earth.  Birds are the most observable group of vertebrates, due to their mostly diurnal habits and 
tolerance of humans, and so direct non-invasive observation of a wide diversity of birds is possible 




